15.  “THE CRUMBLING NORTH”

Section V:
THE PLAN REINFORCED
Biblical Basis:
I Kings 12:1 – II Kings 17:41; Isaiah 7
Objective:
That class members identify three significant periods in the history of the 
kingdom of Israel and factors that led to its downfall
INTRODUCTION

In our last lesson we studied the significance of the prophets in the history of Israel. They pointed out the nation’s moral and spiritual failure, and recalled Israel to her destiny.  In these next two lessons, it will be helpful to review the historical situations to which they spoke.
Following the death of Solomon, his son Rehoboam took the throne.  Lacking the wisdom and spiritual depth of his grandfather and father, Rehoboam rejected sound counsel and overtaxed the people.  A rebellion occurred and resulted in a civil war between the 10 tribes in the North and two tribes in the South.  From this point any use of the term “Israel” refers to the Northern Kingdom and “Judah” refers to the Southern Kingdom.

The intent of this study will be to trace the significant periods and developments that led to the downfall of the Northern Kingdom, Israel.
I.  THE PERIOD OF CIVIL STRIFE

A.
The tragedy of civil war.


1.
What did Solomon do that planted seeds for eventual rebellion?  (I Ki 11:4-6; 9-13)


2.
What further things had Solomon done which plagued the people?  (I Ki 12:4)


3.
What foolish decision did Rehoboam make that clenched the mood for rebellion?  




(I Ki 12:13-15)




What resulted?  (I Ki 14:30)


B.
A new nation’s strategy to unify.


1.
In order for Jeroboam to keep Israel unified against Judah, what challenge did he 



face?  
(I Ki 12:25-27)


2.
What insidious sin did Jeroboam commit?  (I Ki 12:28-33)

C.
Power struggles from within.



1.
Since the kings were no longer anointed as they had been in the days of the United 



Kingdom, how did the kings come to power?  (I Ki 15:25-30; 16:8-10)



2.
What was the Bible’s verdict in each of these Kings of Israel?  




(I Ki 16:7,13,19,25-26)


D.
Powers from without.



1.
What the internal problems didn’t produce, external factors did.  What military power 


threatened Israel?  (I Ki 15:16-21)



2.
What was the pagan cult, a far more devastating enemy, that invaded Israel?  




(I Ki 16:31-33)  Who was responsible for this?



3.
What prophet spoke out strongly against this evil at this time?  What was his 




message?  (I Ki 18:17-21)



4.
Who was Elijah’s successor?  (II Ki 2:9-14)

II.
THE PERIOD OF WEALTH AND PROSPERITY
With the civil war ended and the Syrian threat momentarily subdued, Israel’s Kings turned their attention to domestic affairs.  Because of commercial policies between Israel and Phoenicia, Israel experienced great wealth and prosperity. 


A.
Israel’s golden age.


1.
On a Bible map find the territory of Phoenicia, then find the city of Sidon.  What did 



Ahab do that cemented the relationship between Israel and the rich kingdom of 



Phoenicia?  (I Ki 16:30-31)


2.
What further accomplishments did King Jehoahaz make that prepared the way for this 


Golden Age?   (II Ki 13:2-5, 22-25)


3.
Prosperity reached its height under Jeroboam II.  What basic accomplishments were 



attributed to him?  (II Ki 14:23-29)


B.
Israel’s age of materialism.


Two prophets focused on the sins of Israel at this time:  Amos and Hosea.  They tried to 


recall Israel back to her destiny.



1.
To what did Amos attribute the cause of Israel’s spiritual bankruptcy?



(Amos 2:6-8; 4:1-3; 6:1-3)



2.
What was the primary rebuke that Hosea gave to Israel in Hosea 8:1-7?


3.
What promise of hope was given with that warning?  (Hos 6:1-3)




What was the result?  (Hos 8:13-14)
III.  THE PERIOD OF RAPID DECLINE
Following the death of Jeroboam II, anarchy followed within the leadership of Israel.  Furthermore, a new military threat loomed on the horizon.

A.
A great world power came to conquer.


1.
What great military power threatened Israel and how did King Menahem 




respond to it?  (II Ki 15:17-20)


2.
What else did Israel try to do to remain free from the bondage of Assyria?

  


(II Ki 15:30; II Ki 17:1-3)


3.
What fatal move did Israel make that brought down her house?  (II Ki 17:4-6)


The day of doom had finally come.  The ten tribes were dispersed into the far corners of 


Assyria’s empire and the Northern Kingdom came to an end.


B.
The sins of Israel which brought God’s judgment.


1.
What basic reason did the writer of II Kings give for the eradication of the 10 tribes 



of Israel?



a.
II Kings 17:7-8



b.
II Kings 17:9



c.
II Kings 17:14



d.
II Kings 17:16-17



e.
II Kings 17:22-23
CONCLUSION

What warning does this history of Israel give to us as a nation?  What about individual Christians?  Have we compromised our faith in God and made Him some national Deity?  If these sins of Israel brought judgment on her, what sins do you see in our nation that will reap God’s judgment on us?
JOY Bible Study
Through the Bible
Dr. Stephen P. Struikmans


